[A case of ruptured posterior superior pancreaticoduodenal artery aneurysm successfully treated by emergency transcatheter embolization].
A man in his 40s with no remarkable past medical history was referred to our hospital with acute exacerbation of nonspecific epigastric pain by another hospital on the morning of the day of presentation. Though vital signs were stable, tenderness and guarding were observed over the entire abdomen. Contrast-enhanced computed tomography (CT) revealed a giant retroperitoneal hematoma due to a ruptured aneurysm close to the superior mesenteric artery. Emergency angiography of the superior mesenteric artery detected a ruptured 2-mm pseudoaneurysm of the posterior superior pancreaticoduodenal artery, for which embolization was immediately performed. The postoperative course was good, with the patient complaining only of transient abdominal pain due to exclusion of the hematoma on hospital day 6. His clinical symptoms disappeared with conservative treatment, and the patient was discharged on hospital day 18. Complete occlusion of the aneurysm and reduction of the hematoma was confirmed on follow-up CT. Pancreaticoduodenal artery aneurysm is an uncommon visceral artery aneurysm, and ruptured aneurysms typically result in fatal hemorrhage and high mortality. We herein report a case of ruptured aneurysm of the posterior pancreaticoduodenal artery where emergency transcatheter arterial embolization was able to save the patient's life. We also review 116 cases of pancreaticoduodenal artery aneurysm reported in Japanese literature.